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The Boat Club
Hervey Bay

Twilight Cruises

KIDS FREE* 1|3+ ClLb

Large Stable Boat - Full Facilities
*$55 Adults + 1 Child FREE
Book: BoatClub.com.au

_ e

The Boat Club
Hervey Bay

Cocktails <o
TThe Boat Clb

Cocktail Lounge
or Cocktails On The Deck

58

HarbouwrView
Restaurant

QUEENSLAND
ol EXPERIENCE Zf

Full & la carte Menu
Seafood, Steaks, Pasta, Pizzas
Daily ~ Lunch & Dinner

PHONE (07) 4128 92643

Buccaneer Drive, Urangan, Hervey Bay

The Boat Club  yteimn
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Hervey Bay
Café - All Day Dining
Coffee - Breakfast - Lunch & Dinner

Including
Johnny Spitz

BoatClub.com.au

OPEN EVERY DAY
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

BEST OF
QUEENSLAND
EXPERIENCE

The Boat Club 57
Hervey Bay  TeB-fClb
Sightseeing, Dolphin &
BoomNet Cruises (ll ages)
KIDS FREE*

Large Stable Boat - Full Facilities
*$60 Adult + 1 Child FREE
Book: BoatClub.com.au

The Boat Club
Hervey Bay
Cinemas

TThe BBS'CQJL

Latest Movies
Prices from $8.50 - $14
Licensed Cinema
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“Whatever you are into, get into What's On Fraser Coast”

The What's On Fraser Coast Magazine is published monthly and distributed
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Note from the Editor

Did you know the word April comes from the Latin verb Aperire, meaning “to open’? It
feels wonderfully fitting. Across the country, the intensity of summer begins to ease, the
— | air softens, and the season quite literally opens the door to something gentler.

Autumn isn't just about falling leaves and golden light — it's also a time when gardens burst into fresh
| colour. Chrysanthemumes, salvias, camellias, grevilleas, cosmos and dahlias all come into their own,
blooming in rich, vibrant tones that brighten the cooling days. It's one of my favourite seasons of the
year — there's something about the change in temperature and the shift in light that feels both
[ | calming and inspiring.

April also brings a flurry of activity across the region. School holidays run from April 3 to April 19 —
much to the delight (and perhaps slight apprehension!) of parents and carers everywhere. In this
edition, we explore some of the fantastic activities on offer to keep everyone entertained and, most
importantly, sane.

With Easter arriving this month, there are also plenty of family-friendly events to keep the kids smiling
— from egg hunts to community celebrations.

And as the month draws to a close, we pause to honour ANZAC Day — a time for reflection, ' '
remembrance and gratitude.

April truly is a month of opening — to new seasons, new beginnings and meaningful moments
shared together.

A sneak peek at what's inside this issue!

Dress up, show up, and make a difference at the Work Ready Op Shop Ball. This special evening
combines a fantastic night out with a powerful purpose — collecting pre-loved or unworn corporate
workwear to support local job seekers. (Page 12)

Stereo City Nights is the official Odyssey Festival's 70s dance party, held the night before the main
event, this ticketed event will feature Melbourne based eight-piece sensation Yacht Rock Revival. Get
your costumes ready for a night of dancing and fun! (Page 14-15)

Join hundreds of fellow dog lovers for A Dog’s Day Out at Dayman Park in Hervey Bay. This tail-
wagging community event celebrates responsible pet ownership while bringing everyone together P
for a fun and friendly morning. Grab the lead, bring your dog, and be part of the excitement. (page 13)

Turn the page to read these articles and more!

Editor/Owner, What's On Fraser Coast

An iconic shopping destination for the sunsmart
and fashion conscious in glorious Hervey Bay. Our
extensive range includes numerous brands and
countless styles, offering something for everyone.

Let our friendly team find the right hat for you.

Open daily, on the Esplanade,
at the Urangan Pier

Ph. 0423 358 583 ﬂ www.hatco.com.au




THE GREAT WESTERN | TAMWORTH COUNTRY
PLAY N’ STAY MUSICAL TOUR 2026 MUSIC FESTIVAL 2027

2157 SEPT -
I’T 0€T 2026

Includes - Bus, Bed, Breakfast, Nightly
Meals, Entertainment, Stockman's Hall
of Fame, Thompson River Cruise and
Dinosaur Museum in Hughenden all for
just$3,800 per person!

CALL 41297132 T0 BOOH
YOUR SEAT TODAY!
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11Day Musical Tour with 12 Countr;(IWesfern, Rocﬁ nRollArtists. SINGLE ITWI N SHARE AVAILABLE

SEE THE OUTBACH, LIKE YOU'VE NEVER SEEN IT BEFORE!

For more information or enquiries please 1197 Bidwill Rd, Maryborough Qld 4650
contact Greg & Donna Ross. G&D Ross greganddonna@ganddrossbuscharters.com.au

Ph. (07) 4129 7132 Mob. 0427 297 132 Bus Charters www.ganddrossbuscharters.com.au

Real life doesn’t follow a script.
Your property journey shouldn’t either.
Live Life the RealWay
Local people. Local knowledge. Real outcomes.

Real Service. Real Results.

Ask us today how we can help you with your property journey!

Residential Sales & Property Management

Proudly servicing the Fraser Coast since 2004 Rea ‘ Way

07 4128 4255

363 Esplanade Scarness HERVEY BAY

Life Life the RealWay

www.herveybay.realway.com.au Real Service. Real Results.




ARE AHEAD AS

PETE MURRAY
HEADS TO
HERVEY BAY

By Kim Parnell

When Australian singer-songwriter Pete
Murray takes to the stage at the Sounds of
Rock Music Festival on Seafront Oval, Saturday,
September 19, fans on the Fraser Coast can
expect an afternoon filled with heartfelt lyrics,
crowd favourites and the unmistakable voice
that has become part of the soundtrack of
Australian music for more than two decades.

With a career that has produced some of the country’s most
loved songs, Pete's appearance is set to be a major highlight
of the festival lineup in Hervey Bay. his music has connected
with audiences across generations — something the singer
himself still finds remarkable.

His breakthrough album Feeler catapulted him into the
national spotlight, followed by successful releases including
See The Sun and Blue Sky Blue. The albums delivered fan
favourites such as Better Days, Opportunity and So Beautiful
— songs that continue to resonate with listeners today.

But despite the success, Pete admits he never expected his
career to unfold the way it has.

“It's funny,” he says with a laugh. “But it took me about eight
years to actually listen to Feeler because I didn't think it was
good enough. [ really struggled with it and thought it was

going to fail.”

The album's eventual
success caught him
completely off guard.

“When it started to take off, I
was absolutely surprised.
How big it became was just
incredible.”

What made the album’s rise
even more unusual was how
steadily it grew in popularity.

‘I think it stayed in the charts
for over a year before it went
to number one, which is
crazy,” he recalls. "Looking
back now, there are songs
on that album that people
still connect with so deeply.”

&
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When asked where the inspiration for his music comes from,
the answer is simple: life itself.

“Life’'s not easy — but I always try to have some
sort of positive twist in my songs. Music can
motivate people and help them see things in a
different light.”

That philosophy has had a profound impact on listeners.

“For songs like Opportunity and Better Days, I've had people
tell me those songs actually changed their lives,” he says.
“Some have said my music helped them through really
tough times when they couldn't see a way out. To hear that
someone listened to a song and it helped them keep going
— there's no greater compliment in the world than that.”

Those emotional connections are something Pete feels most
strongly when performing live.

“Anytime a crowd sings the lyrics back to me, it's pretty
special,” he says. “You see people with tears in their eyes,
others laughing and singing with their friends. It's a real mix
of emotions.”

Over time he has also noticed something remarkable about
his audience.

“The songs have touched people across different
generations,” he explains. “You've got grandparents, parents
and kids all coming to the shows now. People who were in
their twenties when they first heard my music are bringing
their own kids along. It's pretty amazing to see.”

Songwriting is often a solitary process, and Pete’s creative
approach has evolved over the years.

“For a long time, I'd just sit in the bathroom because it had
better acoustics,” he laughs. ‘I'd come up with music and
melodies and then start working on the lyrics.”

“Originally, I used a tape machine to record ideas, but later I
started filming myself on iMovie. Being able to see what
you're playing makes it a lot easier to remember later.”

These days, life looks a little different.

“T've got four kids now, so there's definitely a little less time
to write,” he says.

Born in the small Queensland town of Miles and raised in
Chinchilla, about four hours west of Brisbane, he says
growing up in the country helped shape his outlook on life.
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“If you're brought up in the country you tend to stay pretty
grounded,” he says. ‘I also didn't have success until my early
thirties, so I'd already lived a fair bit of life before all that
happened.”

Becoming a father around the same time also kept things in
perspective.

‘I 'had my first son when I was 30, just as things were starting
to take off,” he says. “When you've got a family, that becomes

your priority.”

In recent years Pete has continued to release new music
while also celebrating the songs that first made him famous.
His eighth studio album, Longing, brought together ideas he
had been developing over many years.

“Some of those songs had been sitting around
for a while,” he explains. “I'd work on them a
bit, put them away for a couple of years, then
come back and add more. Eventually it all
came together into something that flows really
nicely from start to finish.”

The album has been warmly received by his fans.

He is also revisiting some of his earliest work.

‘I've started re-recording the Feeler album with my live
band,” he reveals. "It gives the songs a slightly different
flavour. I really loved going back into the studio and
revisiting them.”

Another important reason behind the re-recordings is
ownership.

“Tll own the master recordings this time,” he says. ‘I think
every artist should own their masters. Back in the early days
the deals weren't great, and you didn't really have much
choice. But the industry is changing.”

When Pete arrives in Hervey Bay for the festival later this
year, his music will be front and centre.

"People can expect a lot of the old hit songs,” he says.
“There'll definitely be plenty of sing-alongs. There will also
be a few surprises as [ might mix in a few newer ones as
well,” he says.”

Pete says he is particularly looking forward to returning to
the region.

‘I haven't been to Hervey Bay for a long time,” he says. “The
last time I drove up there in my Kombi van and stopped in
Tin Can Bay to see the dolphins, then went on to Seventeen
Seventy. That would've been about twenty-five years ago.”

After so many years of writing, recording and touring, Pete
says he still feels incredibly grateful to be doing what he
loves.

"I feel really blessed that I'm one of the few
musicians in Australia who can do this full-
time,” he says. “The music industry is
incredibly tough. It's hard enough to have one
hit song, let alone a lengthy career.”

Longevity, he believes, comes down to dedication — and
loyal fans.

For fans planning to attend the festival, Pete has one simple
suggestion.

“Before we come to town, listen to the new album and the
old songs,” he says with a smile. “You'll enjoy the show even
more.”

And if there's time between touring and family life, he still
enjoys one of his favourite pastimes.

“Tlove surfing,” he says. 'l don't get out as much these days
with the kids keeping me busy, but whenever I can, it's the
perfect way to relax and reset.”

When he steps onto the stage at the Sounds of Rock Music
Festival, one thing is certain — Pete Murray's songs will once
again bring thousands of voices together in a moment that
reminds us why live music remains so powerful.

The festival lineup also includes:

The Screaming Jets Pseudo Echo
Diesel Toni Childs
The Black Sorrows 1927

Richard Clapton

Get your tickets now:
www.soundsofrockfestival.com.au.




Some call it the whale-watching
capital of the world.

Hervey Bay offers a balmy subtropical climate, wide sandy beaches, and calm waters—
making it an ideal seaside escape.

Located a three-and-a-half-hour drive north of Brisbane, Hervey Bay is also accessible R A M A D A® i

by plane, with direct flights operating from Sydney and Brisbane to Hervey Bay Airport. SRy N

Situated just a ten-minute drive from the airport, Ramada Hotel & Suites Hervey Bay is AR

your ideal base from which to explore the beautiful Fraser Coast.
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www.ramadaherveybay.com.au (£
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74 Quality Family
ove s Dentistry

dental care

Blue Sky Dental Care is a locally owned,
boutique dental clinic providing quality
care to the Wide Bay area since 2013.

e General, Emergency, Cosmetic &
Implant Dentistry (including All-on-X)

« DVA

s HEBRS

We accept all health funds

e 4128 9276 blueskydental.com.au
ﬁ blueskycares @blueskydental_herveybay

@ Shop 2,1 William Dean Avenue, Urangan
Airport Service Centre
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ILLUMINATE: 100 DAYS OF IMAGINATION

FOR HERVEY BAY

Last year more than 30,000 community members participated in programs, activities, and events
delivered by the Hervey Bay Neighbourhood Centre. This tells a powerful story about our community,
we are a place where people are connecting, creating, learning, and supporting one another.

But what if we could imagine even more?

At the Hervey Bay Neighbourhood Centre, we believe imagination is one of the most powerful tools a
community has. It helps us remember who we are and inspires us to shape who we want to become.
That's why HBNC are inviting the entire community to take part in llluminate: 100 Days of Imagination
starting in April.

This is not just another event to mark on your calendar. It is a gentle interruption to the rhythm of
everyday life. For 100 days, Hervey Bay will become a canvas for imagination. Through simple events,
signs around town, and small ‘micro-activities’, we are inviting everyone from our youngest children
to our most senior elders to rediscover their sense of wonder.

Some key events include: Youth Pitch Event, 29 of April to hear ideas from our young poeple; Volunteer
Conference, 19 May to learn about the future of volunteering; The Great Easter Eggs-pedition in the
Botanic Gardens during the April school holidays and Stage Two of the Art Story Wall: Where | Belong?
launching for local creatives to share why they love living in Hervey Bay.

While this campaign is fun and creative, it also has a deeper purpose. At HBNC we are currently
planning the next four years for 2030, and we want that future to be shaped by the community. Every
ideq, every story, and every dream shared during these 100 days will help inform the HBNC Strategic
Plan. We want a plan written with the voices of the community, the people who walk our Esplanade,
raise families here, run businesses, volunteer, and call Hervey Bay home.

There is no right or wrong way to participate. It might be sharing an idea sparked by a sign in the park,
a conversation over coffee, or a creative dream you've been holding onto for years. If you would like to
get more involved, visit the website to see the activities and events being delivered during April -
June.

HBNC has estbalished a Dream Team who meet every Friday from 10am — 2pm at the Neighbourhood
Hive, where community members come together to share ideas, create projects, and imagine what's
possible. Join us for the next 100 days and let’s bring the village back, one imagination at a time.

Tanya Stevenson
CEQ, Hervey Bay Neighbourhood Centre
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Have a ball giving
clothes and Fraser .
Coast locals a new life

You've been out of work for years, raising a
family or you're the first in your family to
break the cycle of welfare dependence and
now, you're braving your first job interview.

There's just one problem - on a limited income and with no
appropriate clothes in your wardrobe, what do you wear to
get your foot in the door?

The Work Ready Op Shop Ball is designed to provide a good
night out while gathering pre-loved or unworn corporate
workwear to assist local job seekers

Guests are encouraged to bring a bag of business wear that
will be donated to Bayside Transformations Op Shop and
made available at affordable prices to those who need
them, for job interviews and the early stages of
employment or career change.

Dress code for the ball is formal, and guests may like to
consider a pre-loved option, or give that once used
ballgown a second outing.

Council's Jobs Ready Trainer Pauline Rees said they'd seen

VIEW Clubs bring

women together in
friendship and fun

How many people know what a VIEW Club is? Is it for
photography lovers? Artists painting a scenic outlook? Or
simply what you see when gazing out a window?

No — it's none of these. VIEW stands for Voice, Interest &
Education for Women and is a national women's volunteer
organisation that has proudly operated in Australia for just
over 65 years. Through its partnership with The Smith
Family, VIEW supports the education of students
experiencing disadvantage, helping to change young lives
through learning.

VIEW Clubs bring women together in friendship and fun,
enriching lives and connecting with like minded women
contributing to those less fortunate than themselves.

Here on the Fraser Coast, there are three daytime clubs
warmly welcoming new members aged 18 and over. Hervey
Bay VIEW Club, formed in 1995, meets on the second
Monday of each month at 11.00am. Fraser Coast VIEW Club,
established in 2007, gathers on the first Thursday of each
month at 11.30am. Both currently meet at the Kondari Hotel
in Urangan. Maryborough VIEW Club, formed in 2020,

meets at the Maryborough Citizens' Memorial Club in
Lennox Street on the second Friday of each month at
11.30am.
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firsthand how something as simple as a pair of dress shoes
rather than sneakers that might have been the only option,
gave someone the confidence to not only land a role but
also have something to wear in the early days of
employment.

Jobseekers in local employment programs have done the
hard yards on bettering themselves, building confidence,
resume writing, interview skills, getting the right tickets but
looking the part goes a long way to feeling the part.

"These are the little things that make a big difference,” Tina
Davey, Director Bayside Transformations said. It's also a
practical and waste-reducing way to help clean out your
wardrobe and give clothes (and most importantly, another
person living in our community) a new life.

The ball will be held at the Clubhouse Hervey Bay
on the 1st of May. Tickets can be purchased via the
QR code.

Enquiries:

pauline.rees@frasercoast.qld.gov.au

- 0476 871 202

Meetings follow a similar format, with official business kept
brief, followed by a guest speaker or activity and the
opportunity to enjoy lunch, dinner or coffee together. Each
club raises funds in its own creative way — from trading
tables and raffles to book exchanges and member-led
initiatives.

There is a one-off joining fee of $30 and an annual
membership of $30, with a small $5 meeting fee to cover
raffles and lucky door prizes. Meals are at members’ own
cost.

The Development Committee is also exploring a fourth club
for women unable to attend daytime meetings.

For enquiries, please contact Jean on 0425 253 064
or email jeanjennings06@gmail.com.

The VIEW website has a mass of information at
www.view.org.au. Clubs also regularly post information on
Facebook.

R COAST MAGAZINI
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« A paw-some day
of fun at the

oW

D06S DAY OUT

It's set to be a bark-tastic day of fun, with the
much-loved A Dog’s Day Out returning to Dayman
Park, Urangan on Sunday 19 April from 8am to 12
noon.

Fraser Coast Regional Council Animal Management
Spokesperson Cr John Weiland said the event continues to
be a favourite for local families, celebrating responsible pet
ownership and bringing the community together for a fun
morning out.

“This popular event attracts hundreds of dog owners and
their families and is a great platform for local businesses to
showcase their products, services and expertise,” Cr Weiland
said.

“The event will feature dog-related stalls alongside food
stalls, pet advice and tips, demonstrations, and fun
competitions including best-dressed dog, best dog trick and
owner look-alike.

‘On the day, free microchipping will be available, with
Council's Customer Service team on hand to register pets
free for the first time,” he said.

“On the Fraser Coast, it is compulsory for dogs to be
registered with Council from 12 weeks of age and within 14
days of owners moving to the region.

“Ensuring your dog is registered and microchipped helps
reduce the number of animals that end up at the animal
facility and makes it easier for Council to reunite lost pets
with their owners.”

Cr Weiland said desexing delivers significant benefits,
including reducing unwanted litters, roaming and
aggressive behaviour, and lowering the risk of certain health
issues.

‘A Dog's Day Out is one of our most cherished community
events on the Fraser Coast. It's always full of energy, colour
and wagging tails, and we're thrilled to be bringing it back
again this year for everyone to enjoy,” he said.

More information about Dogs Day Out is available at:
www.frasercoast.gld.gov.au/dogs-day-out.
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'- Dress Me Wild

Y Janie Wild

- ——

Pialba Place - Opposite Big W
0409 266 966
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stereo City Nigh 8'is the official’
Odyssey 70s danee party

By Kim Parnell

The night before the Odyssey Festival lights up
the Maryborough Showgrounds on Saturday,
July 25, there's only one place you'll want to
be — right in front of the big stage for Stereo
City Nights: 70s Dance Party.

Stereo City Nights is the official Odyssey 70s dance party,
and it promises a glittering, groove-filled night under the
open sky. Expect a high-energy DJ spinning the biggest hits
of the decade — the kind of songs that instantly transport
you back to roller skates, shag carpet and Saturday night
countdowns. And adding even more sparkle to the evening
is Melbourne-based eight-piece sensation Yacht Rock
Revival, delivering a special set celebrating the smooth, sun-
soaked sounds that defined 70s light rock.

Yes, there will be glam. Yes, there will be platform shoes. And
yes, you absolutely should come dressed in your best 70s
finery.

One of the things I love most about what I do is chatting
with passionate people about what makes their world tick —
and learning something new along the way. During my
conversation with Susan Marsden from Yacht Rock Revival, I
discovered that “yacht rock” is not, in fact, rock music played
on a boat (which, if I'm honest, is what I had vaguely
imagined).

It's actually a genre. A very specific one.

“In the beginning, I chose the genre because I was sick of
playing Jessie's Girl and Run to Paradise,” Susan laughs. ‘I

wanted to do something smoother — the music [ grew up
with.”

She didn't even realise it had a name at first.

‘I was putting together all my favourite songs — Toto, The
Doobie Brothers, Boz Scaggs, Christopher Cross — and [
walked into a record store and asked the guy if he had any
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of them. He said, ‘Oh, you want the yacht rock section.’
thought, the what? But there they all were, grouped
together. That's when I realised it was actually a genre.”

For Susan, yacht rock is pure nostalgia.

"It takes you back to where you were when you first
heard that song. I remember hearing Rosanna while
I was roller skating on a Monday night. It's that
feeling. The harmonies are slick; the production is
beautiful — it's fantastic music.”

Long before Yacht Rock Revival was born, Susan had been
singing since she was eight years old. After moving to
Melbourne, she worked the pub and club circuit, eventually
forming her own cover band, Flirt, which became a duo. But
something was missing.

“We were playing classic pub rock, and I really wanted to dig
into something more meaty — more intricate. That's when I
decided to step away from the duo and create a larger band
that could really do this music justice.”

And when Susan commits, she commits completely.

‘T own the band, I manage it, [ run it. I do all the costumes —
every suit you see on stage, Il made. I shop vintage all over
the world for shirts, shoes, jeans and jewellery. We immerse
ourselves in the genre. It's cheesy, but it's classy.”




For those discovering Yacht Rock Revival for the first time,
Susan is quick to point out this isn't your standard tribute
show.

“One of the biggest differences is the world-class
musicianship on stage. It's not just a show — it's a full-scale
immersive experience that transports the audience back to
the golden age of smooth.”

Think tight vocal harmonies, soaring sax solos, authentic
vintage styling and a playful stage presence that captures
the spirit of the era.

Behind the fun, though, is serious dedication.

“This isn't music you can rehearse once and take on stage.
We had 20 rehearsals before our first gig to make sure we
got it right. The harmonies are huge. The arrangements are
complex. But when you look out and see nothing but
smiling faces, it's worth every minute.”

And smile they do.

“In our audiences, all you see is joy. People singing, dancing,
reminiscing. [ can't stop smiling on stage either. It's brilliant.”

What surprises Susan most is the number of younger fans in
the crowd.

“I'll see 20-year-olds singing every word and I'll ask,
'How do you know this?' They say, ‘Our parents
raised us on good music.’ It's being passed down.
The songs are real. The bands wrote their own
material. The lyrics were layered and meaningful. It
touches you.”

Yacht Rock Revival's line-up reads like a dream team of
seasoned performers. Susan leads on vocals, joined by Pete
Newmarch on male lead vocals and guitar, Tom Petrasek on
guitar and vocals, Rob Powell on bass and high harmonies,
Joe Petrolo on keys and piano, Paul Van Ross on synthesiser,
saxophone, soprano sax, flute and vocals, Fab Giorgio on
drums and Javier Fredes on percussion.

Together, they recreate the lush, polished sound that defines
the genre.

Susan’s personal favourite track?

‘It has to be What a Fool Believes by Michael McDonald
featuring The Doobie Brothers from 1978. It's considered the
number one yacht rock song in the world.”

Yes, there is apparently an official ranking system — the
Yachtski Scale — a 0-100 rating that determines whether a
song truly qualifies as yacht rock. Susan assures me it's real.

“There's always debate about what counts. The name was
tongue-in-cheek, but the music is taken very seriously. It's
huge in the United States and it's really growing here in
Australia too.”

And the song that consistently blows the roof off?

“Lido by Boz Scaggs. When we use that as our encore, the
crowd are jumping up and down, scream-singing. It's
amazing.”

Then there's the look.

"I go for the Farrah Fawcett hair,” Susan laughs. “Big
hair, aviator sunglasses with blue and pink
reflections, platform shoes — which the boys hate
because they hurt — necklaces, captain'’s hats.”

Yes, captain’s hats. In fact, you can buy your own at the
merch stand, along with T-shirts, pens and stickers.

But beyond the costumes, the choreography and the note-
perfect harmonies, what truly sets Yacht Rock Revival apart
is the joy.

“We have 100 per cent fun. The band members are the best
bunch of people I've ever known — apart from my children,”
she adds quickly. “We have an absolute ball on stage. When
we see the happiness in the audience, it comes right back to
us. We're high as a kite when we walk off. It's a brilliant
feeling.”

If Susan could sail into the sunset for a jam session with one
original yacht rock legend?

"It would have to be Michael McDonald. He's the godfather.
Christopher Cross and Kenny Loggins are right up there too
— but if [ had to pick one, it's Michael McDonald.”

So, if you're heading to Odyssey Festival on July 25, do
yourself a favour and arrive the night before. Dust off the
flares. Tease up the hair. Slip on those platforms.

Stereo City Nights is your invitation to step into a time
machine — one filled with smooth grooves, soaring
harmonies and the kind of feel-good energy that lingers
long after the final note fades.

Trust me — you'll be smiling all the way home.

Tickets for Stereo Nights and the Odyssey Festival
are available at www.odysseyfestival.com.au.

Saturday, July 25
Maryborough Showgrounds
www.odysseyfestival.com.au
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Wed, Apr 1
Pilates in Motion
(Every Wed)
5.30pm - 6.30pm

Cost: $5 — Take yoga mat &
Cushion

The Tree House: Urangan Wellness
Centre

Sat, Apr 4

Hervey Bay Parkrun
(Every Saturday)

Brief 6.50 am

FREE 5km timed event
Urangan Pier

(Don't forget your barcode)

Sat, Apr 4
FAMILIES: Poona Easter Festival

(Poona Community Progress
Association)

8am - 8pm

Free entry

Updates on the Poona Community
Noticeboard

9 Snapper Dr, Poona

Wed, Apr 8

Brolga Backstage Tours

10am - 11am

Tickets: S5, includes morning tea
Friends of the Brolga: Free
www.brolgatheatre.org

Brolga Theatre, Maryborough

Sat, Apr 11 - Sun, Apr 19
KIDS: Fraser Coast Youth Week
For events, head to the link

www.frasercoast.gld.gov.au/youth-
week

Wed, Apr 15

Drum Tao — Samauri of the Drum

7.30pm
Ticketed event

www.brolgatheatre.org
Brolga Theatre, Maryborough

Wed, Apr1

Film Industry Networking Event
(Event by Screen Fraser Coast)
6pm - 8pm

Tickets via Humanitix

Cinema Foyer

The Hervey Bay Boat Club

Sat, Apr 4
Maryborough Parkrun
(Every Saturday)

Brief 6.50 am

FREE 5km timed event
Cheapside St

(Don't forget your barcode)

Mon, Apr 6
Women's Walk & Talk Hervey Bay
5.15pm — 6.15pm (every Monday)

Meet at the All Abilities Park —
Adventure side (near BBQs)

Free event

Fri, Apr 10

Rising in Rhythm Tour
Presented by Beck Hall

6pm - 9pm

Ticketed event via Humanitix

Pialba Memorial Hall, Hervey Bay

Mon, Apr 13

FAMILIES: Magic & Circus Show
Maryborough City Hall

2 shows - 10am & 1pm

Ticketed event

https://events.magicandcircus.com.

au/events/magicandcircusshow

What's O
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Wed, Apr 1

Grow It Local Day

lpm - 3pm

Free event. Tickets limited

via eventbrite

Halcro Street Community Garden
Pialba

Fri, Apr 3 - Sun, Apr 19
School Holidays
Events/activities

(Page 26)

Tues, Apr 7

FAMILIES: Easter Family Fun Day
in the Botanic Gardens

10am - 1pm

Cost: Free

Great Easter Eggs-Pedition, Apr 3-19
Hervey Bay Botanic Gardens
Elizabeth St, Urangan

Sat, Apr 11
Suitcase Rummage
9am - 12pm

The Shedding

Fraser Street, Torquay

Tue, Apr 14

Neighbourhood Night Studio
Active Clubs Network — Access &
Inclusion

6pm - 8pm

Cost: Free

Registration — www.hbnc.com.au
Hervey Bay Neighbourhood Centre
Charles St, Pialba

Fri, Apr 17

Exhibition Opening

3 new exhibitions

6pm — 8pm

Cost: Free

Gatakers Artspace, Maryborough

Wed, Apr 1

Grow It Local Day

8.30am - 10.30am

Free event. Tickets limited

via eventbrite

Lupton Park Community Garden
Maryborough

Fri, Apr 3 - Sun, Apr 5

FAMILIES: Easter Fishing
Competition

By Burrum Heads Amateur Fishing
Club

Lions Park, Burrum Heads

Cost involved

Head to:
www.burrumheadsfishing.com.au

Tues, Apr 7

FUNDRAISER: Easter Tombola
(Fraser Coast Hospice Association)
9am for a 10am start

Free entry — Raffle tickets available
for purchase

Harvey Room - Hervey Bay RSL

Sat, Apr 11 - Sat, May 2
FAMILIES: Emerging Creatives:
Youth Art Show Showcase

Youth Week Exhibition
Gatakers Artspace, Maryborough

Thu, Apr 14 & 28
FAMILIES: School Holiday's
Makerspace Mastery for Young
People & Families

3.30pm
Cost: Free — Bookings required

Hervey Bay Library

Fri, Apr 17

Wildlife Talks

lpm - 2pm

Free: No bookings required
Hervey Bay Library
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Sat, Apr 18
AUDITIONS:

The Revlon Girl

9.30am

Z-Pac Theatre, Scarness
www.zpactheatre.com.au

Sun, Apr 19

FAMILIES: A Dog’s Day Out
(Event by FCRC)

8am -12 noon

Best dressed dog, trick and owner
look alike

Dayman Park, Urangan

Sun, Apr 19

FAMILIES: Stage Show - Bluey's
Big Play

3 sessions

Ticketed event
www.brolgatheatre.org

Brolga Theatre, Maryborough

Sat, Apr 25
ANZAC Day
For list of services head to:

www.rslgld.org

If you have an event to add for future editions, please send details to whatsonfrasercoast@outlook.com.

Sat, Apr 18

Flickerfest Hervey Bay

(Presented by Screen Fraser Coast)
6pm — Red Carpet

6.30pm — Screening

Ticketed event

Big Screen Theatres

Tickets via humanitix

Mon, Apr 20

Writing Workshop with Jane
Smith

(Presented by Fraser Coast
Libraries)

10am - 12pm
Bookings essential
Cost: Free

Hervey Bay Library

Sat, Apr 18

CONCERT: Red Hot Summer Tour
lpm

Ticketed event
www.ticketmaster.com.au

Seafront Oval, Hervey Bay

Sun, Apr 19
FAMILIES: Hervey Bay Race
5k, 10k and 2k little dingos walk

(Event by Fraser Coast Runners and
Walkers)

6am

Urangan Pier

Visitors, $5 adults - $2 kids

Morning tea provided

Sat, Apr 25

Ireland the Voyage

7.30pm - 9.20pm

Ticketed event
www.brolgatheatre.org
Brolga Theatre, Maryborough

Sun, Apr 26

Sunday in the Park
+ Band Hall Handcraft Markets

9am - 1pm

Queens Park, Maryborough

Sat, Apr 18

ARTIST TALK: Kevin Rogers
1lam - 12pm

Free event — registration is
appreciated

Gatakers Artspace, Maryborough

Sun, Apr 19

FUNDRAISER: HBTC Community
Teams Triathlon

(Event by Hervey Bay Tri Club)
300m swim, 10km ride, 3km run
Dress up!

Cost involved
www.herveybaytriclub.org.au
Hervey Bay Surf Lifesaving Club

Thu, Apr 30

Sportsman'’s Dinner

Origin Legends Gilly & Webcke
6.30pm

Hervey Bay RSL

Tickets: www.herveybayrsl.com

Disclaimer - All event details are correct at the time of print. Events can be cancelled, change location, have time changes, or be
rescheduled without our knowledge. What's On Fraser Coast takes no responsibility for the cancellation of events. We also take no part in
organising any event listed. We offer this calendar as a free community service and in good faith.

TIMIE OUTT

DISABILITY SERVICES
Looking beyond disabilities!

Ph: 07 4334 0444

™ admin@timeoutds.com
(® timeoutdisabilityservices

7 Day Flat Rate Pricing

Social Activities
Capacity Building
In Home Support

Community Inclusion
Supported Travel & Transport

SRR ¥ | o P

Fishing & Camping

A
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GIG GUIDE

LIVE MUSIC ON THE FRASER COAST

HERVEY BAY

Hervey Bay Boat Club

Fri 03, 6.00 pm, Club Closed*
Sat 04, 6.00 pm, Brian Speirs
Sun 05, 2.00 pm, Peter Baker

Fri 10, 6.00 pm, Diamonds & Rust Duo

Sat 11, 6.00 pm, Frank Benn
Sun 12, 2.00 pm, Shaun Beckett

Fri 17, 6.00 pm, Derek Smith
Sat 18, 6.00 pm, Dean Gray
Sun 19, 2.00 pm, Brian Speirs

Fri 24, 6.00 pm, Joel Spence
Sat 25, 6.00 pm, Shannon Young
Sun 26, 2.00 pm, Peter Baker

Weekly Residents
Every Tue, 12 pm, Neil Wenk
Every Thu, 5 pm, Neil Wenk

Sat 4, 8pm, Red Betty

Fri 10, 11.30am, Trevor Judge
Fri 10, 6pm, Aaron Westlake
Sat 11, 8pm, Forbidden Road

MARYBOROUG

Sat 4, 9pm, Saltwater Cartel

Sun 5, 2pm, Open Mic with Dave &
Dizzy

Fri 10, 9pm, Dogwood Duo

Sat 11, 9pm, The Wannabees

Sun 12, 2pm, Open Mic with Dave &
Dizzy

Fri 17, 9pm, Frank Benn

Sat 18, 9pm, Dogwood Crossing
Sun 19, 2pm, Trainwrecks

Fri 24, 9pm, Dust Trio

Sat 25, 9pm, Marshall Brothers

Sun 26, 2pm, Open Mic with Dave &
Dizzy

Frank Benn .
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Fri 17, 11.30am, Trevor Judge

Fri 17, 6pm, Bevan Spiers

Sat 18, 8pm, Smooth Velvet

Fri 24, 11.30am, Trevor Judge
Fri 24, 6pm, Brian Spiers

Sat 25, 12.30pm, Doug Edwards
Sat 25, 8pm, Dogwood Crossing
Sun 26, 12pm, Frank Benn

Main Bar

Sat 4, 9pm, DJ Nixon

Sun 5, 2pm, Franky Busta

Fri 10, 9pm, Shane Allsop

Sat 11, 9pm, Dancefloor Confessions
Sun 12, 2pm, Aaron Westlake

Fri 17, 9pm, Diamonds & Rust

Sat 18, 9pm, Dogwood Crossing
Sun 19, 2pm, DJ Croosky

Fri 24, 9pm, Derek Smith
Sat 25, 9pm, Rhubarb Tarts
Sun 26, 2pm, Shannon Young

Thu 2, 730 pm, Rock n Rolla Billys

Fri 10, 730 pm, Neil Wenck

Sun 12, 12.00 pm, Derek Smith

Fri 17, 730 pm, Brian Speirs

Sat 18, 700 pm, Luke O'Shea

Fri 24, 730 pm, Red Betty

Sat 25, 700 pm, Billy Guy

Sun 26, 12.30 pm, End Of Month
Draws — Billy Guy & -
Thu 30, 700 pm, Open Mic Night

April
2026

Scarborough Bar
Sat 4, 4pm, Sam Maddison

Sat 11, 4pm, Scott Angeles
Sat 18, 4pm, Capi
Sat 25, 4pm, Frank Benn

Sat 4, 6pm, Scott Angeles

Fri 10, 6pm, Kev Carroll
Sat 11, 6pm, Will Ramage

Fri 17, 6pm, Joel Spense &
Sat 18, 6pm, Sam Maddiso
Fri 24, 6pm, Shannon Yo
Sat 25, 6pm, Emma N

*Entertainment is
subject to change
at any time
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"Childers Heri tage Day Returns
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Bigger and Bellerin 2026
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History, heritage, and hands-on experiences
will once again take centre stage when the 5th
Annual Childers Heritage Day takes place on
Saturday, May 9, promising an exciting
program of demonstrations, tours, music, and
family-friendly fun.

From 9am to 1pm, many of Childers’ much-loved heritage
venues and regular participants will open their doors,
inviting visitors to step back in time and celebrate the
town'’s rich past.

Appearing for the very first time is Dan Davie, a two-time
World Champion Blacksmith, who will be showcasing his
craft at the event. Founder of Metal Masterpieces
Blacksmithing, Davie is known for creating striking
handcrafted metal sculptures and custom commissions
while teaching traditional blacksmithing techniques. Visitors
will have the chance to see his artistry up close as he
demonstrates his craft alongside students from his
FORGEAHEAD program, which blends creative skills with
therapeutic learning. Davie has previously wowed crowds at
the Gympie Heritage Fair and Murgon Heritage Day.

The Federal Hotel Childers will join the Heritage Day lineup.
Visitors can explore the hotel's fascinating rooms on guided
tours from 9am to 12 noon, while food lovers can enjoy a
heritage-inspired menu during the week leading up to the
event. On the day itself, breakfast will be served from 7am to
1lam—the perfect way to start a morning of heritage
discovery.

Traditional crafts will also feature prominently. The talented
ladies from the Fraser Coast Lace Makers will demonstrate
the delicate art of button lace making within the grounds of
the Childers Historical Complex, showcasing skills that have
been passed down through generations.

Christ Church Anglican Church - Patchwork Quilts

S5HLigHtHGSeRegimentHerVey Bay Troop ==

Also joining the celebrations is new business, Rusty Hide
Leather Co., run by craftsman Rick Wright. Visitors can
watch demonstrations of belt making, whip plaiting and
leather art, and even learn some of the techniques
themselves.

Horse lovers will be particularly well catered for this year.
The 5th Light Horse Regiment Hervey Bay Troop will grace
the forecourt of the Isis RSL, while over at the Childers
Historical Complex visitors can meet Bluebell and Saxon,
the region’'s much-loved Clydesdales. Adding to the
historical atmosphere, the Great War Living History Group
will also be on the complex grounds.

Meanwhile, the beautifully restored Paragon Theatre will be
home to the Perfectly Imperfect Collective, where visitors
can grab a coffee from the espresso bar, browse market
stalls, and admire the theatre's stunning historic interior.

For those who love textiles and heritage crafts,
patchwork quilt displays will be open at two local
churches this year. Christ Church Anglican Church
will welcome visitors from 9am to 1pm, while
Sacred Heart Catholic Church will be open with
guides on site between 9am and 11am.

Music and games will also be part of the festivities, with the
Childers State School String Orchestra performing from

9.30am, followed by traditional children's games organised
by the Heritage Church leaders.

Organisers say more announcements are still to come, and
visitors are encouraged to keep an eye on the Childers
Heritage Day Facebook Page for updates.

The 2026 event will be especially meaningful, as it also
marks 50 years since the founding of the Isis District
Historical Society Inc, the Childers Heritage Day hosts.

As part of the nationwide Australian Heritage Festival,
Childers Heritage Day transforms the entire town into a
living showcase of history, craftsmanship, and community
spirit.

With new attractions, treasured traditions, and plenty to see

and do, the 5th Annual Childers Heritage Day is shaping up
to be the biggest celebration yet.

Mark your calendar — Saturday, May 9 — and
experience a day when history truly comes alive in
Childers.
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Written by Fraser Coast Mayor,
George Seymour

Shinrin-yoku is the
Japanese term for forest
bathing. This is something
that I think we can all
benefit from. Spending
time in nature and being
immersed in wilderness is
highly beneficial for health
and wellbeing.

{ J
@/‘\o Techno!ogy
‘ag’  Sessions

Tech Workshops

One-hour classes covering a range of topics
are held at Hervey Bay and Maryborough
Libraries.

Maryborough Library Hervey Bay Library
Wednesdays Thursdays
9:30am 9:30am

Free! Bookings required
Children under 12 years must be
accompanied by a parent/guardian

Scan the QR code
for more info

STAT
LIBRARY

QUEENSLAND

Government through State Library of Queensland.

The view from Pearson's Lookout is spectacular.”

A really significant
forest that [ enjoy
spending time in is
at Mudlo National
Park, just outside of
the charming town
of Kilkivan.

This rare patch of
native hoop pine
vineforest offers
both a short flat
walk through the
forest (Scrubby
Creek Circuit) and a
steep climb up to
Pearson’'s Lookout
which provides a
spectacular view back towards Kilkivan.

The forest is-a great habitat
for birds and other wildlife=-

As you set off on the short walk, you immediately know
that you are somewhere special with diverse and dense
vegetation shading out the sun. Fallen trees and rocks on
the ground are covered in moss. There are some really
spectacular giant fig trees, and the forest is alive with
birdsong.

Majestic Bunya Pines tower above the forest canopy.

There are two creek crossings, sometimes there is water to
walk through.

The steep track up to Pearson’s Lookout branches off of the
Scrubby Creek Circuit and requires a bit of work to get to
the top. But I found
it worthwhile for
the views and the
changes in
vegetation you see
as you climb high
above the dense
forest canopy
below.

.
Moss hnes the fore{;t ﬂoor
where trees have fallen

In our busy
modern lives, we
should all take time
for forest bathing in &
places like Mudlo
National Park.
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Green  gxperience

Finance . ;¢ers.
Group e
o0

(6) FINANCE SPECIALISTS

Local Not Just Food, it’s an Experience!
. e Home &
Fmance Investment Loans COFFEE | COLD DRINKS | SMOOTHIES | GELATO
e Refinancing & DELI DISPLAY OF CHEESES, SALAMI,
Rate Reviews OLIVES & SMOKED MEATS
Auistralian | ALL DAY MENU | CHARCUTERIE BOARDS
(Clrgiatit Litsmcic - _ DELICIOUS FRESHLY CUT SANDWICHES

ACL 517192
EXCITING TACO MENU

DINE IN | TAKEAWAY
LICENSED

Beth Rachel
0403 192 552

beth@greenfinancegroup.com.au

@ Beth Rachel -
Green Finance Group

bethrachel gfg

Trading Hours:

\ / Mon - Wed - 7am - 5pm LICENSED
§ !/// Thurs - Sat - 7am to 7pm DELI CAFE
b~ Sunday 7am to 12pm

4/432 Esplanade, Torquay 0407391826

A : E 0 youte 0 ote 0
s gz@wom”'

Waterfront Restaurant

Stunning uninterrupted ocean & island views
are perfect for your next breakfast or lunch date.
Fresh local produce & seafood.

Award winning wedding venue.

PHONE: (07) 41946733
ON THE BEACH - DAYMAN PARK, URANGAN, CNR KENT & PULGUL ST
EMAIL: WATERFRONTHERVEYBAY @GMAIL.COM

OPEN 7 DAYS / FROM 9:30AM
DAYMAN PARK, URANGAN




OUR PEOPLE, OUR PAST

Robert Huxley

Furnishings

Compiled & written by member Susan Bowes
Maryborough District Family History Society

On a recent trip into New
South Wales chasing

family history information
and cemetery headstones,

I was given the name of a

Robert Huxley who owned

a furniture store in my
hometown of

Maryborough, Queensland.

This came as quite a surprise as

[ was only aware of my
maternal grandparents having
lived in Maryborough and

BROBERT NUXLEY
Praprictor Huxley's Furnilure
Whawrgemsi

Robert Huxley - Trove

buried in the Maryborough Garden of Rest Cemetery.
Through research, I found Robert, and his wife lived in
Maryborough for approximately eleven years yet returned to
Cairns where they died and are buried.

Prior to coming to Maryborough, an article on Trove dated
27th September 1935 from the Johnstone Rivers Advocate &
Innisfail News, stated that Huxley owned a furniture store in
Innisfail; Robert Huxley & Co. and was the agent for Singer
sewing machine and parts. From Trove searches it is

suggested that Robert Huxley
Furnishings was operating in
Maryborough from 1939 to
1950; a total of eleven years.
(Trove, Huxley Furnishings,
Sale dated 30/06/1950)

Upon coming to
Maryborough, Mr. Huxley
took over the emporium
owned previously by Mr
Charteris (Trove Article dated
16th August 1939) and
renamed the business, Robert
Huxley Furnishings. The
business was situated at 219
Adelaide Street, where the
Friendlies Discount Pharmacy
occupies today. A
photograph of the Huxley's
store at that time is yet to be
found.

In a Maryborough newspaper
clipping, it was said that
Huxley Furnishings was an
up-to-date emporium with a
policy of courteous service
and high-quality
merchandise. Huxley believed
in giving everyone a ‘fair go’
and provided customers with

FURNITURE BARGAINS
FOR MARYBOROUGH

Mr. R. Huxley's Enterprise

Witk & lifelipye of experignee in the
Fuinitare business Mr. Roberi Huxley
has come o Maryborough from i(he
norith amd laken over the furniture
emporiem previcusly  irading  under |
ihe name of Charteris. (n  Adelabde- |
sireel. Mr Huxley his been assciated
with Mrms of such high repuls as
Mpsars Hestley and Sore of Towns.
wvilke, s for sin years comdusied his
vwn  busivess at Imnisfall, until =
shert lime ago  when he sold out fo
Kessry, Heatley and Soms and decided
la come south. As & merely carsery
glance of his windows will show. Mr.
Huxley has some culsianding lines in
guality furmilure. He i lesturing the
latesl deakgne i well-nade and elag.
ani loking furnilure and his showroom
amply démansirates his sbilily W furs

nlsh any hame with dislinciion. To
mEFk hid enlry inls business m Marys
borough Mr. Huxley & holding & sals
when & distount of 10 per cenl will
be glvan 1o all customers He b abla
i supply & complel® range in any
si¥le or perpod furnilure snd all fure
nishings lneeparable [rem o well ael
ip bome——carpels. curtsins, and lines
euma—will b fealures of his siocks
The busimsss will = carried o6 |
under ithe previcus maisgemeni and
the public @ cordially avied o eall
n end imipect his eslablishment Mr
Hunley i prapared 1o alfer easy terms
io purchasers ahd soliciling & con-
limuanes of ithe cuwmitom alforded Lo
his predecesior he sshs the oppor-
tunity ol salisf¥ing new customers of
his business
S ————

16th August 1939 - Trove

easy payment terms and the ability to hold the goods at his
store for up to six months. It was said that the business held

What's On
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a large stock of household items that could easily fit-out an
entire home.

Mr Huxley was also a Westinghouse agent, which provided
another valuable service to the Wide Bay Community.

Trove dated 21st February 1940; the Maryborough Chronicle
had posted an "Appreciation Notice” from Mr. H. Dale of
Brooweena thanking Mr. Robert Huxley for the cot that had
arrived safely at their home.

Mrs. Huxley was also active in the community with a
notification in Trove Maryborough Chronicle dated 27th
April 1946 as playing Bowls at the Doon Villa Bowls Club.

As stated in Trove, Maryborough Chronicle 7th August 1948,
Huxley was community minded and patron of the
Maryborough Canine Club with his Collie being a fine
specimen of its breed. Huxley Furnishing'’s displayed in their
window; the trophies won at these events.

It appears that he was not always in the good books as he
and twenty-two notable Maryborough businessmen were
fined £25 plus 6/- costs for drinking on an August Sunday at
the Australian Hotel during prohibited hours; the licensee
was also charged for keeping her premises open for the sale
of liquor during the prohibited hours. (Trove, Maryborough
Chronicle dated 27th September 1949).

Although Robert and his wife, Jessie Francis (Nee
Nellie) bore no children, Robert’s ancestors can be
traced back to the first and third fleet of convicts,
which is viewed as an honour in today's society, yet
possibly frowned upon in the early 1900s.

It is sad to think that Robert Huxley was only into five years
of retirement in Cairns before he passed away from
pneumonia. He was 55 years of age and was buried in
Cairns Cemetery.

A chart below shows the lineage between Robert Huxley of

Maryborough and Thomas Huxley, convict and farm owner
NSW.

Thommas Husley (Comvct)
b. abt 1796 died 4/7/1854, Richmond m.
Hawhasbiry City NSW

Ann Forbes (Convict)
b. 020B/1771, died 28/12/1881
Hankostury City, NSW

Samunl Husdey
0. 07/11/1811, died 20/02/1804 m.

Pint Town, NSW
Ar\d'ew!lu-'.!'\

b. 1371171836, Lower Portiand NSW m.

o. (4/12/1896 Camperdewn. Sydney NSW

Mary Mitcholl
b. 061171815 Lancashire England
0. 1408/ 1594 Pitt Town NEW

Carrie Maria Dall
b. 1649, d. 1932
m. 02/10/1678 Crarters Towers Qld

Elizabeth fane Cassols (Cassels
b.Edinburgh, Scosland

Andirew Robert Husiey
b Abt 1876, d. 3105/1832 m.
Townsville, Qid

C
b 14
a.17

m Jessica Frances Neillie
b. 10¢30/1908, Caims Qua
M 1933, ghed 15/08/1964 Cairms Qi

A chart below shows the lineage between Robert Huxley of
Maryborough and Thomas Huxley, convict and farm owner NSW

Photographs, articles & chart from Find-a-Grave,
Trove & Ancestry

To find out more about our history head to
www.maryboroughfamilyhistory.com.



Saturday 2nd May
9am - 3pm
Urangan Wellness
Community Centre

AY CASTING
WORKSHOP

Our Casting workshop is
designed to elevate your
performance and build
your confidence. Led by
seasoned industry
professionals, you will
dive deep into the
essential skills every
actor needs to master.

Limited spots available
Cost: $50.00
To book scan QR code

3 DAY FILM INTENSIVE WORKSHOP

Friday 8™ May - 10 May The Neighbourhood Hive
Limited spots available
Go behind the camera and experience the entire Cost: $300.00

filmmaking process, from first take to final cut. To book scan QR code
Join professional filmmakers for an exclusive,

i L
hands-on workshop where you'll create a l?;:i_"’; iEI
complete short film in just one weekend. Z: ﬁ':"' HX

L --.: - U :-
For more information screenfrasercoast.com.au aﬂj

|. © -_'I

The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a
Queensland ' :W@WGM_ ) :

partnership between the Queensland Government
and Fraser Coast Regional Council.

Government ' REGIONAL COUNCIL




2025-2026 Winner Photo raffle for a cause
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2025-2026 Winners
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DUNGA DERBY MNBRATRERRY
by RALLY FOR A VOICE
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RAFFLE REUMITES WINMNER WITH ISLAND

Dreams have come true for Sydney resident
Lukas after winning a $135,000 Toyota
Landcruiser in a charity raffle.

Moving to Australia from the Czech Republic a decade ago
and embarking on a road trip from Cairns to the Gold Coast
which included a tour of K'Gari, Lukas has dreamt of
returning to the world's largest sand island for his own four-
wheel-drive adventure.

That dream became reality on February 26 when Lukas and
his partner Martina flew to Hervey Bay to collect his brand
new 79 Series V8 Landcruiser and headed straight for the
island.

“Although we live in Sydney, K'gari is a special place for us.
Ten years ago, when we did a road trip from Cairns to the
Gold Coast, one of our stops was K'gari. Back then, we only
did a one-day bus tour.

“‘But we fell in love with the place instantly, and from that
day on, it became my dream to come back in my own car
and explore this amazing island at a more relaxed pace,
driving my own 4WD. At the time, | didn't even know
whether I'd ever come back to Australia, as it's literally on the
other side of the world from the Czech Republic. But a
couple of impulsive decisions brought me back here.”

Lukas said although he has visited K'Gari since his initial visit,
it remains a special part of the world.

“When | found out that Raffle for a Cause was based
in Hervey Bay, my first thought was that if | won the
car, the very first thing I'd do would be to take it
straight to K'gari.

‘I don't think there's a better car to explore K'gari, there's
also no better place to properly test it. Even if delivery to
Sydney was an option, | would still have preferred to pick it
up in Hervey Bay — just for the chance to visit my favourite
place in Australia again and enjoy the road trip home in my
new dream car.”

Lukas purchased multiple tickets in the raffle because he
knew it was supporting a good cause and that with only
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3,000 tickets sold, his chances were better than most raffles.

“What stood out about Raffle for a Cause for me was how
transparent it seemed. Only 3,000 tickets, plus the raffle is
backed by a charity, so part of the money doesn't go to
some influencers but is used for a good cause.

‘I kept imagining how cool it would be if | won the car. Of
course, | knew the chances were still pretty low, but | just

hoped it was worth a shot — and if | didn't win, at least the
money would go towards a good cause.”

Lukas said he had never won anything before and didn’t
consider himself lucky.

“I' never forget the feeling when | picked up the
phone and was told that | won the main prize — |
was literally speechless.”

Lukas said the welcome he received on arriving in Hervey

Bay and the effort the team from Wide Bay Toyota made to
register the vehicle in NSW prior to his trip was impressive.

“A big thanks to everyone at Rally for a Cause and to the
team at Wide Bay Toyota dealership for putting the car on
NSW rego plates and making it all happen for us.

“This is something | will never forget.”
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We live in an ever-changing world,
with technology changing faster than
ever and no doubt will get faster the
more Al takes over.

[ have to decide whether to keep up to date as
much as possible with technology, so principally [
don't get left behind, or do I remove myself from
it all together and retreat to a place where I still
feel comfortable. Sometimes I would like to keep
my skills up to date, yet my trust in Al is at an all-
time low and I definitely don't trust the big players
in the App Market, primarily because, all of my life
[ have been taught and had reinforced “Protect
your Privacy!”

Companies that insist you give them all of your
details yet have a poor record of protecting it,
whether losing it through hackers or “On Selling”
my information, don't fill me with warm fuzzies!

Go to the ATO and download the APP via these
same sites not the secure ATO. Do my banking
and here we go again, download the APP from

TRYING TO KEEP UP
WITH TECHNOLOGY

Image by Al

Serving Robust Coffee, ground to order, served promptly

OPINION PIECE:
- AN ERA OF CHANGE

By Andrew Sadler

the same sites. Everything we need to do is
attached to these few websites. To me it appears
that too much is being controlled by the very few
self-appointed power brokers of the world.

Now, [ am sure that there is a reasonable
explanation for all of this, that would surely put
my conspiracy mind at rest! Considering that
conspiracies are usually a trick or smoke and
mirrors on reality.

Yet alas, here I am stuck in the age of technology
where you're damned if you do and damned if
you don't. It makes it exceptionally difficult to do
things without some technology. Where once
options were proffered, currently there is a lot of,
“Well if you don't download this APP then you
can't do what is required!” In other words, you
have no choice!

We once fought for self-determination and free
choice, perhaps in the disguise of technology, this
is being eroded.

Maybe this is the very time that we should be
keeping up with technology, because it is the few
older ones of us that remember the past
discrepancies brought by the few that are now
affecting us and will do into the future.
Unfortunately, the majority of younger
generations really haven't had to realise that the
past always repeats itself, so to know the past is to
understand the future.

Don't be a sycophant by being told what to think,
be an individual and think outside the square for
yourself. Fealty went out with history, push it back
into history to remain the relic it should be.

Discuss this over your next FX of Coffee.

- ._"-.‘-\ .
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Assorted cakes, slices and biscuits made on premises /’

Fresh Gourmet Sandwiches/Breaky Wraps

Smoothies/ Frappes / Milkshakes/ Iced Coffees-Lattes/ Iced Chocolate
‘ Assorted Teas incl. Our own Quokka Tea/ Zokoko and Grounded Pleasures

Hot Chocolates
Try our Boutique Aussie Chocolate Bars

Open 7 Mornings per week | Fraser Street, Torguay

d
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MAGIC AND CIRCUS SHOW SPECTACULAR

Monday, April 13
2 session times — 10am & 1pm
Maryborough City Hall

Something MAGICAL is coming to Maryborough City
Halll Get ready for a 60-minute thrill ride of unbelievable
magic, circus stunts, comedy, and high-energy fun that will
leave the whole family cheering for more!
g Starring Jason the Magician - master of mind-blowing
® illusions, and Rhett the Circus Star - flips, tricks, and fearless

fun you have to see to believe, this show rolls eye-popping
magic and world-class circus into a hilarious show for all
ages.

Looking for ways to keep the kids entertained Tickets: https://events.magicandcircus.com.au/events/
during the school holidays? From family-friendly magicandcircusshow.

activities to fun community events, there's plenty

happening across the region to help make the break BLUEY'S BIG PLAY — THE STAGE SHOW
extra special. Here are just a few great school Sunday, April 19

holiday events to add to your calendar. 9.30am, 12.30pm & 3.30pm

Brolga Theatre, Maryborough

POONA EASTER FESTIVAL The global hit Bluey's Big Play returns to Australia after
Saturday, April 4 delighting audiences from New York's Madison Square
From 8am Garden to London’s Royal Festival Hall.

Poona Community Precinct The Play is a theatrical adaptation of the Emmy® award-
Boutique Markets, Massive Car and Bike Show, food vans, winning children’s TV series, this live stage show features an
helicopter rides, live entertainment. Fun for the kids. original story by Bluey creator Joe Brumm, with new music

by Bluey composer Joff Bush.

EASTER FAMILY FUN DAY Tickets: www.brolgatheatre.org.
Tuesday, April 7

10am - 1pm A DOG'S DAY OUT
Hervey Bay Botanic Gardens Sunday, April 19

Cost: Free ® 8am — :I'.me

The Hervey Bay Botanic Gardens and Hervey Bay Dayman Park, Urangan
Neighbourhood Centre invite families to a fun-filled Easter Cost: Free

Family Fun Day during the school holidays. ) .
Bring your furry friend along to A Dog's Day Out, a fun,

Enjoy a great morning out with activities including the Great family-friendly community event celebrating all things dogs.

Easter Eggs-Pedition, petting zoo, Easter Bonnet Parade, face
painting, rock painting, arts and crafts, outdoor games, plus
food and drink vans.

Enjoy a relaxed morning with best-dressed dog, best trick
and owner look-alike competitions, market stalls featuring
pet products and services, and helpful information on pet

The Great Easter Eggs-Pedition returns for its third year from health and welfare.

3-19 April, inviting families to explore the gardens and
discover 12 giant Easter eggs designed by local artists.
Collect a passport from the Orchid House (or download one
from the HBNC website), follow the clues, and complete the Bring the family — and your four-legged companion — for a
trail. Once your passport is complete, take a photo and paw-some morning out.
upload it via the QR code at the event to enter the draw.

This self-guided adventure is perfect for all ages and can be YOUTH WEEK MARKETS
enjoyed at your own pace. CITY PARK TWILIGHT MARKET

Thursday, April 16

Free first-time dog registration and microchipping will also
be available on the day.

EMERGING CREATIVES: o
YOUTH ART SHOWCASE Time: 3pm - 8pm
. Pialba, Hervey Bay
Saturday, April 11 - Saturday, May 2 Cost: Free
Cost: Free

To celebrate Youth Week 2026, Hervey Bay Regional Gallery
and Hervey Bay Neighbourhood Centre are hosting the
Youth Makers Market: City Park Twilight Market' to allow
young creatives and entrepreneurs on the Fraser Coast to

Gatakers Artspace is excited to present a -
Youth Week Exhibition celebrating the creativity
of young people aged 12—-25 across our community.

This curated showcase will offer emerging artists a showcase and sell their handmade arts & crafts and pre-
supportive, professional exhibition experience and a suite of loved items.

valuable take-away assets. These markets are also being held in conjunction with Youth
Art submissions have now closed. Week: Gatakers Makers Market.
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Gratefulness is so powerful.

In the past year I've been experiencing the immense power
of gratitude at a much deeper level.

Seven months ago gratefulness was my overwhelming
feeling when | lost my husband. | was surprised but truly
grateful for that.

Gratefulness is not a surface level token gesture to make you
feel a bit better. Gratefulness rewrites you to your very core
and it flows into every single thing you do!

The opposite of gratefulness is feeling sorry for ourselves
and focusing on what's going wrong.

I'm currently in Fiji with a cyclone passing south of us.

I'm on myy first solo international adventure. So, it's a big deal
for me with a lot of excitement, and some nervousness and
sadness at travelling without my travel buddy of 37 years.

| planned and prepared for my trip, and some things have
not gone to plan:

¢ they overbooked my first flight and | was on standby.
¢ the edge of a cyclone arrived in Fiji just after me
¢ The humidity wet the contents of my suitcase

e 3 days in Fiji were spent indoors as everything was
cancelled due to extreme weather.

| had shrugged it all off as the unexpected that can be
expected when travelling.

But yesterday when | woke in Fiji needing to urgently see a
Dr - the layers were feeling a little heavy and | have to say
that | started to feel a bit sorry for myself and started to
focus on all that had gone wrong. | started to feel concerned
about my health flying onto the US.

But gratefulness (the state | usually live in) started rising up:

¢ | was delighted to discover | had booked
accommodation just a few metres from a medical centre

¢  The Dr was amazing
e | caught the fun Bula Bus to get my script filled

| went to bed last night feeling so very grateful in the midst of
all the challenges:

¢ the bad weather meant | rested up and listened to long-
awaited valuable podcasts

e | was safe, dry, fed and slept very well during extreme
weather

e | had electricity with wifi connection to loved ones and
the comfort of aircon

¢ the medication was working and much better resolved
now

¢ all my needs were met, and | could see the good in it all.

Our mindset matters. My heart-felt encouragement is - if
want to have a better life - focus on all you're grateful for.
Gratefulness can literally change everything about your life.

Tania Comerford

Arise+Shine

Transformational Life Coach + Retreat Mentor
Follow me on Facebook
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SOCIAL SNAPS

RSL Sub Branch
member Rob
Smith with two of
the wreaths

" ® Mayor George Seymour, Councillor Denis Chapman
_%, & Deputy Mayor Sara Faraj with Vagas the horse




SOCIAL SNAPS
Ol and aboui en e Frases Consl!

David Lee MP takes
‘part in the special day

2 Purple Poppy Da 4
Freedom Park, Hervey Bay g
- Photos by Kim Parnell

John Dines with
his dog Scout




SOCIAL SNAPS
Ol and aboui en e Frasen Consl!

Erica Drury from
~ Rose Life Care gives
the thumbs up for |
charity

Despite appearances, .
- Qail Ciavarella isn't that
nervous. She's done |
this before!

Hoist Ya Boss
Fundraiser for .
Fraser Coast Hospice 4
Hervey Bay Hotel
Photos by Kim Parnell

e — y

——

_ Dr Nick Yim from Hervey Bay Doctors, about
to bg hoisted for charity by Handy Hire

, Jasine Leslie from both Bluecare and Staff and volunteers of the Fraser Coast
the Hospice reaches new heights ‘Hospice are on hand to answer any questions




TIDE TIMES

URANGAN

Fraser Coast

Markets

APRIL
Time m Time m
0211 0.81 1 0132 0.83
0809 3.79 0735 3.72
wE 1431 0.75 TH 1405 0.61
2037 3.60 2009 3.83
0248 0.84 1 0219 0.74
0841 3.69 0815 3.71
TH 1459 0.74 FR 1442 0.52
O 2109 3.63 [ 2051 3.97
0323 0.92 1 0306 0.73
0911 3.55 0854 3.61
FR 1524 0.76 gp 1518 0.51 MARYBOROUGH MARYBOROUGH
2138 3.61 2135 4.02
0358 1.04 0354 0.80 Maryborough Rotary Markets Sunday Mixed Markets
0939 3.38 1 0935 3.43 Adelaide and Ellena St, Maryborough Tinana Markets on the Field
sA 1548 0.82 gy 1556 0.60 Every Thursday - 7am to 12pm Every 2nd Sunday of the month
2207 3.55 2220 3.98 7am - 12pm - 0447 407 008
Tinana Football Club - Soccer Fields
0430 1.19 2 0445 0.94 maryboroughsmma@gmail.com
1006 3.17 1019 3.19
sy 1614 0.92 (o 1634 0.75
0505 1.36 2 0541 1.12
1034 2.96 1111 2.93
Mo 1641 1.07 Ty 1717 0.97 Torquay Beachside Markets Koala Markets - Kruger Court
2307 3.30 Opposite the Torquay Hotel Every 2nd & 4th Sunday
Every Saturday 6am to noon
0545 1.55 2 0006 3.66 7am to 1pm
1107 2.74 0646 1.30
UG
1152 2.54 0801 1.40
WE 1752 1.46  TH 131‘;? ?28 Nikenbah Markets Markets at the Pier
Hervey Bay Animal Refuge Pier Park, Urangan, (in front of Jetty)
0048 2.96 0228 3.39 Nikenbah-Dundowran Rd, Nikenbah Every Wednesday & Saturday
0815 1.79 2 0919 1.39 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month 7am to 12pm
TH 1317 239 FR 1516 2.63 6am to 12 noon
1857 1.65 1<) 2114 1.43
10055 774 255030 127
FR 1503 2.41 gp 1633 2.82
2044 1.70 2231 1.32
0 Glenwood Community Brooweena Markets
1 0351 2.98 2 0446 3.46 Produce Markets Historical Village, Smith Crescent
1041 1.58 1124 112 Pepper Rd 4th Sunday every 3rd month
sA 1617 258 gy 1732 3.05 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month 8am to noon
2206 1.57 2332 1.19 8am to 9:30am
1 0452 3.15 2 0538 3.52
1130 1.38 1208 0.99
2307 1.37
1 ?g?g ??g 2 835? ;gg Bauple Markets - Band Hall Road Howard Country Markets
MO 1802 3.08 Ty 1245 0.89 4th Saturday of the month Howard Community Centre,
2359 1.16 1900 3.44 7am — noon Steley St, Howard
1st Saturday of the month
1 0618 3.52 2 0107 1.04 7am to 12 noon
1251 0.95 0700 3.52
Ty 1845 3.36 WE 13;3 ggg
1 0046 0.98 3 0149 1.02 For all Market submi;sions or corrections please contact:
0657 3.66 0736 3.46 What's On Fraser Coast on
WE 1328 0.75 TH 1349 0.77
1927 3.61 2011 3.63 ph 0467 303 171

or email: whatsonfrasercoast@outlook.com

©Copyright Commonwealth of Australia 2022, Bureau of Meteorology. Datum of
Predictions is Lowest Astronomical Tide Times are in local standard time (Time Zone UTC
+10:00). Disclaimer - “The Bureau of Meteorology gives no warranty of any kind whether
express, implied, statutory or otherwise in respect to the availability, accuracy, currency,
completeness, quality or reliability of the information or that the information will be fit for
any particular purpose or will not infringe any third-party Intellectual Property rights. The
Bureau’s liability for any loss, damage, cost or expense resulting from use of, or reliance
on, the information is entirely excluded.”

DISCLAIMER: The market guide is offered as a free community service.
Markets can be relocated or cancelled at any time without our knowledge.
If you are interested in attending a market listed here, find the market on
Facebook to get the latest updates. For all market submissions or
corrections please email whatsonfrasercoast@outlook.com.




HERVEY BAY

NOW OPEN

176 MAIN STREET

www.worldgymherveybay.com.au

e Weights Area e Functional Training
e Group Fitness e Cardio Machines
¢ Childminding e Comfort Zone




